Children's health insurance and access to care during and after the CHIP expansion period.
We used national data from the Medical Expenditure Panel Survey and multivariate linear spline regression models to compare trends in children's health insurance coverage and access to care by income and race/ethnicity during (1998-2002) and after (2002-2006) major expansions of state insurance programs. During expansions, coverage and access for children in low-income and middle-income families improved, but these gains ceased thereafter for middle-income children, most of whom remained ineligible for public insurance. Racial and ethnic differences narrowed from 1998-2002, but persisted-and in at least one case tended to widen-from 2002-2006. Non-White children in families with incomes above most states' eligibility thresholds experienced significant declines in coverage and access to care after 2002. Gains in children's coverage and access to care during CHIP expansions have since stagnated or even reversed for some groups. Recent legislation to expand coverage for uninsured children (the PPACA of 2010) may redress these adverse changes in trends.